HIRSUTE GLORY

IMAGINE your embarrassment if your head
flaunted to the world, your age and social status!
Such was the general custom in Japan until fifty
years ago and there are still many who cling tena-
ci<|usly to the old styles and defy modern trends.
One cannot but stand in awe of the great, billow-
ing headdresses and wonder how long the ebony
hair must be; how it ever got up into such folds
and contortions; how it is kept continually poised
at such a rakish angle; what is done with it on
retiring; how long it takes to get it fixed, and a
hundred and one other details. So just as
curiosity killed the cat, my satisfaction brought
me painfully back, for Japanese hairdressing is
anything but painless. In Japan, women are
"excruciatingly7' beautiful
Before I could change my mind, the kam-
ytdsan and her assistant had called.   After much
bowing and laughter*we went into a long discus-
sion as to the appropriate style of hair arrange-
ment and I learned that there were, until about